
Gayton Avenue 
Littleover 

Derby 
DE23 1GA 

01332 760372 
admin@gaytonj.derby.sch.uk 

 
 

Newsletter—Week 16 
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We are properly back into the swing of things now! The school is constantly buzzing with the 
excitement of new learning, new topics and new class reading books! 
 
We all enjoyed watching the choir performing in the Young Voices concert video on 
Monday’s assembly, with the loudest cheers for the Beatbox Collective, who managed 
to keep all 362 in the hall spellbound for almost 10 minutes! 
 

Please remember that we have school membership to the National Online Safety     
website which you can join for free as a Gayton parent. There is lots of topical news 
around online safety at the moment so I am sure you will all find something useful 
here for whatever technology your children are into at the moment! Please visit 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/  to sign up!  

 
In light of the news on Monday evening that the NEU teaching union intend to strike on given 
dates during February and March, as a federation with Ridgeway, we are working on plans to 
establish whether we can safely keep school open on those days or if we will need to close and 
will confirm plans with you as soon as we are able to next week so that you have as much 
warning as possible if we are forced to close. Please note that the dates that we put on last 
week’s newsletter for our Spring Parents’ Evening have now changed, to avoid any potential 
clashes at late notice. The new dates can be found on the calendar on page 3.  
 
 

Class Attendances—Week beginning 16th January 2023—Average attendance 94.1% 
We continue to aim for an overall attendance of 96% for the academic year. Please remember 
that I am still unable to authorise any term-time leave of absence requests and, in the majority 
of cases, these will incur fines. These requests should be made in advance and not                      
retrospectively please. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday, we sent home paperwork for you to return to school if your child uses a blue       
inhaler for asthma. Please return this by Tuesday 24th January if you need to. 
 

Best wishes  

Mrs J Hill   

Class 1 95.8%   Class 7 94.2% 

Class 2 93.2%   Class 8 94.4% 

Class 3 95.0%   Class 9 93.0% 

Class 4 95.0%   Class 10 95.0% 

Class 5 94.3%   Class 11 93.9% 

Class 6 91.8%   Class 12 93.8% 



Andrew Tate 
Worryingly, we are starting to hear the name Andrew Tate appearing in conversations 

amongst some of our upper school children. We are, of course, aware that he is a high 

profile character at present in the media and that children can easily access some of his 
more extreme views on social media if this is not monitored carefully.  

As a school, we work hard with the children to tackle stereotypical beliefs through discussions within 
PSHE lessons but do not wish to give too much of a platform to Tate by mentioning him by name to 

children who may not have yet come across him or his views on women. We are quietly reminding 
children that such discussions are not appropriate for the classroom, and why, so that they            
understand.  

Please take some time to do the same if your child mentions Tate or his views at home, where it may 

be more appropriate to discuss his views in more detail. It is important to note that, whilst Tate has 
been removed from social media, platforms such as TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 
YouTube remains flooded with edited video footage in support of him. We have attached the  TikTok 

guide for parents from the National Online Safety site to this newsletter to remind you of the         
safeguards you can use. Please get in touch with Mrs Hill or Mrs Clarke at school if you have any 

concerns around this. 

Zoolab Visit 
The children in Years 3 and 5 had some rather unusual visitors this week when Zoolab visited 
school with tarantulas, snakes, giant snails and other weird and wonderful creatures! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Meals at Harrison’s Hub 

As part of the new offer from the dedicated community space at Pride Park 

Stadium, Harrison's Hub, the Derby County Community Trust are hosting 

weekly community meals for families who will benefit from across the city. 

They have allocated three 'school specific' dates for partner schools' families to book on to, on 

January 26th, February 23rd and March 16th. Food will be served from 4pm. As a partner 

school, this offer is open to Gayton families, who can sign up using the link below:  

https://www.derbycountycommunitytrust.com/form/community-meals-schools  

https://www.derbycountycommunitytrust.com/form/community-meals-schools?dm_i=4UT8,S5MO,20RI7D,3HRVI,1


KEY DATES 2022-23  

Wednesday 25th January 9:30-11:00 Inclusion Coffee Morning—Managing Behaviour & 
Expectations 

Thursday 26th January PM 
Year 6 Geography Field Trip—Local visit, wellies 
needed! 

Friday 10th February All Day Final Y6 PGL Payment—£40 

Tuesday 14th February All Day Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 15th February All Day Year 6 Trip to Lea Green—See Letter 

Friday 17th February 3:30pm End of Spring Term 1 

FEBRUARY HALF TERM 

Monday 27th February 8:55am Back to School—Spring Term 2 

Tuesday 28th February & 
Thursday 2nd March 

3:30pm—6:30pm Parents’ Evening—NEW DATES 

Friday 17th March All Day Red Nose Day—Details to Follow 

Wednesday 29th March All Day Year 6 School Nursing Team Visit—See Letter 

Wednesday 29th March 9:30-11:00 
Inclusion Coffee Morning—Sensory Processing & 
Needs 

Thursday 30th March PM Break up for Easter Holiday 

Friday 31st March All Day INSET 5 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 17th April AM Back to School—Summer Term 1 

Monday 2nd May All Day May Day Bank Holiday 

Monday 8th May All Day Additional Bank Holiday—School Closed to Children 

Monday 8th-Friday 12th May Mornings Year 6 SATs Week 

Wednesday 17th May 9:30-11:00 
Inclusion Coffee Morning—Transition & Summer 
Support 

Friday 26th May PM Break up for Half Term 

MAY HALF TERM 

Monday 5th June AM Back to School—Summer Term 2 

Wednesday 28th June 9:30-11:00 
Inclusion Coffee Morning—Internet Safety & Mental 
Health 

Friday 21st July PM Break up for Summer Holiday 

School Dinners 
Next week, we will be on our Week 1 Dinner Menu. Dinners are £2.20 per 
day and children can switch between dinners and sandwiches from home daily if they wish.  
 

https://gaytonj.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/September-2022-Menu-Gayton.pdf  

Breakfast 
We were pleased to be able to provide breakfast to 78 children this week at the start of our      
initial month of breakfast provision for those who need it. Our thanks to the kind stranger who 
donated £10 to Mrs Hardisty at the tills in Tesco at the weekend to help us with our fundraising 
to keep this provision going for the remainder of the 
school year and to Jane Stapleton Photography, 
Severn Trent, Morleys and GHT Cleaning who have 
all donated to the fund this week.  



At National Online Safety, we believe In empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the Information to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults. 

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com W' @natonlinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. current as of the date of release: 23.11.2022 
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