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On behalf of all of the staff at Gayton, we would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. We hope you all enjoy some valuable time off with your families over the    
holidays and look forward to seeing you all when school reopens on Tuesday 9th January 2024! 
My thanks, as always, to our wonderful team of staff who always go the extra mile to make 
sure trips, special days and events can still run by giving up their own time for the children.  

A huge thank you to local residents and parents who got stuck in to clear the tree that was 

blocking the jitty yesterday morning—a fine example of community spirit and I know the    
parents that battled their way over it on the school run in the morning appreciated a clear run at 
3:30pm! 

Thank you also to those who purchased Christmas goodies from the office to wear throughout 
December: over £420 was raised for Young Minds, their chosen charity for this year. A further 
£232.88 was raised for Save the Children on Christmas Jumper Day this week—thank you, 
again, for all of your support.  

Class Attendances—Week beginning 18th December 2023 
Our attendance for this term is 94.9%. Thank you for your support with promoting good 
attendance in school, it is much appreciated. 

Please remember that I am still unable to authorise any term-time leave of absence requests this 
year and, in the majority of cases, these will incur fines. These requests should be made in    
advance and not retrospectively please. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs J Hill 

Class 1 92.3% Class 7 95.7% 

Class 2 92.7% Class 8 96.9% 

Class 3 95.3% Class 9 95.5% 

Class 4 94.5% Class 10 97.2% 

Class 5 93.3% Class 11 96.7% 

Class 6 95.4% Class 12 94.5% 

Coffee Morning—Wednesday 10th January 

Please pop our next Coffee Morning, which will be held on Wednesday, 10th January into your 
diaries now. The focus for our next event is SLEEP and the session will be led by 
Compass Changing Lives, who work across Derby and Derbyshire delivering    
support for children and young people. The team will look at the importance of 
sleep and a good sleep routine for children which I know will be helpful if, like me, 
you have children who are nocturnal creatures! Doors open at 9am for tea and 
coffee for a 9:30am start. The session should finish by 11am.  



School Dinners 
After the holiday, we will be on Week 1 from our Autumn/Winter Dinner Menu. 
Meals cost £2.40 per day and should be paid for in advance please.  
  

View Menu  

Facebook 
Do you follow our Facebook page? Give us a follow to see our weekly round-up 
posts, newsletters, links to online safety guides and more!  

Attendance 
You will know from our weekly newsletters that attendance has been a focus, not just at      
Gayton, but across the Federation with Ridgeway too since we returned to school following 
COVID. Working to reduce the number of children who are persistently absent (with attendance 
below 90%) is a development target of both schools this year. 
 
Our work with the TEAM Education Trust, which I wrote and told you about last term, also     
allows us access to the work they are doing across the trust on raising attendance and we are 
excited to get involved in their Spring attendance initiative with some fantastic prizes to be won.  
 
At the end of each week, any child with attendance over 95%, or a child who has previously had 
low attendance but whose attendance is improving, earns a ticket which will be entered into the 
end of term draw in March. There is no limit on how many tickets children can earn! 
 
At the end of term, Sarah Baker, the Trust Chief Executive Officer (CEO), will draw out 60      
winning tickets—the winning tickets could be from any school from the trust. All winning ticket 
holders will win the chance to spend a night sleeping at The Deep Aquarium in Hull!! 

  

   
  
   

Clay Creators Club 
Clay Creators will run on WEDNESDAYS next term, combining a Space and Wildlife theme for a   
10-week block. Children will have the opportunity to create aliens, space shuttles, astronauts, 
UFOs and space stations as well as elephants, crocodiles, parrots and lions. Sessions will still 
run from 3:30-4:35pm in Class 1 and places can be booked and paid for online. Sessions run 
from Wednesday 10th January but please note there is no session on Wednesday 6th March. 
Click here to book. 
 
 

https://gaytonj.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Gayton-Autumn-Winter-Menu-Week-1.pdf
https://gaytonj.derby.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Gayton-Autumn-Winter-Menu-Week-2.pdf
https://booking.claycreators.com/bookings/course-info/1319


2023-24 DATES 

Monday 8th January  All Day INSET 4 

Week beginning Tuesday 9th 
January  

Times vary Swimming Lessons restart for Years 3 & 4 

Tuesday 9th January  8:55am Spring 1 Term begins—BACK TO SCHOOL 

Wednesday 10th January 9.00-11.00am Coffee Morning—Sleep 

Wednesday 10th January All Day Young Voices Choir Trip  

Monday 15th January  Midnight Closing date for Y3 applications for September 2024 

Tuesday 6th February All Day Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 7th February 9.00-11.00am Coffee Morning 

Monday 12th February TBC Year 6 Fire Safety Talks—Derbyshire Fire Service 

Friday 16th February  3:30pm End of Spring 1 Term—BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February  8:55am Spring 2 Term begins—BACK TO SCHOOL 

Tuesday 17th February  All Day Year 6 Lea Green Trip—Details to follow 

Thursday 28th March  3:30pm End of Spring 2 Term—BREAK UP FOR EASTER 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 15th April  8:55am Summer 1 Term begins—BACK TO SCHOOL 

Monday 6th May  All Day May Day Bank Holiday—School Closed 

Monday 13th—Thursday 16th 
May  

Mornings Year 6 SATs Week  

Friday 24th May  3:30pm End of Summer 1 Term—BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd June  All Day INSET 5 

Tuesday 4th June  8:55am Summer 2 Term begins—BACK TO SCHOOL 

Tuesday 23rd July  3:30pm End of Summer 2 Term—BREAK UP FOR SUMMER 

Breakfast 
This week we have provided breakfast to 25 children. Children can come to the 
hall when doors open to collect a breakfast bar if they wish. Please remind your children that 
this provision is for those that have not had access to a breakfast at home. Thank you. 
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