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Note to self

WwWrite mere abeut
the rainferest ar\di !gss
abeut Grandma Wilkins.

Tuesday 25 March

There are lots of different trees in the canepy. The
teaves are all green but there are many different
shades and |'ve seen leots of shapes, tee.

Seme are ler\g and narrew, with that waxy surface
and a channel running rigkt down the middle.
Raindreps rell dewn the channels tike tumbling
diamonds, helping the rain te get right te the roots
of the trees. Others are reallg bread and remind
me of huge dinner plates. Some of these seem to be
tomes for little insects and even brigktlg coleured
fregs. | think the leaves are that hig so that they
can catch the sun!igkt - my teacher says that trees
like sunligkt. | wender if that's why Dad’s new selar
panels are se big, tee.

There are se many trees in the canopy that the
branches all weave tegetker like knetted shoelaces.
With all these big, thick leaves weven around each
other, not all the sun!igkt gets tkrougk soit's a bit
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darker than the emergent tau(,er above.

The canepy layer is also known as the “habitat
zone' That's because lots mere animals and insects
tive in the canopy than in any other layer. | think it
helps that they have lots of branches to walk aleng
and that the trees provide shelter and safety.

I've prepared a checklist of animals that I'd like to
study in each layer. For the canepy, this includes
teucans, monkeys, lizards and sloths, but | haven't
seen any of these yet. I've been mainlg focusing on
the vegetation. During my next visit te the rainferest,
It try to find seme animals to watch.

Dear Ms smeaton,

| hope this jeurnal entrlwd
s better than ~3ester&a\3 .

Mrs Curtis has teld me te

concentrate mere on what |

see in the rainforest and net

what my grar\&ma likes.
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12:23 p.n. in so many shapes and sizes. Seme plants even grow

This afterncon, I'm geing te be exploring the canepy on tep of each other. | think these might be the

again. | can see why it's called ‘the habitat zone' - —epiphytes that I've read about. They get their water

it's amazing! and nutrients from the air and rainwater, se there's
ne need fer them te grow on the ground. You can

Do you remember how | said earlier that it's a little actually find plants grewing quite happily, just sitting

darker in this layer? Well, | think that's because on a tree branch!

there are se many trees growing tightly beside each

other. All the leaves and branches knit tegether like My faveurite plants are the ones that loek like the

one giant blanket, covering everything. feads eof purple liens, with petals that spread eut like

a 3reat big, wigg!g mane. | alse love these erange ones
that leek just like colourful, spiky pine cones on stalks.

The canopy traps the heat and makes it humid, like

the inside of my grar\d?o.d's greer\kouse in summer. That
probably explains why there are se many plants here. You
should see them! Tke,'re beautiful — se brigkt and colourful,
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Yeu really wen't believe this, but the rainferest is full
of caniverus plants, tee. It's true! There's this ene
plant that looks like a little upturned trumpet with
sweet nectar around the edge. It waits and waits
and waits until a Ng or an insect er magbe even a
{reg sits en the edge te get the nectar. The surface
is slippery se the poor creatures

that tand on it topple straight

dewn inte the epen mouth bit.

The creatures have ne chance

of getting out, either, because

the fong trumpet acts like the

plant’s stemach and actually

d)igests the creatures that

fall in there.

| wish that I'd been able to spend

more time explering the canepy. It's so busy and toud!
The whole place is bustlir\g with birds and menkeys.
| leve these menkeys. They're hard to see because
there are se many leaves and branches but, ence |
had spotted them, | couldn’t take my eyes off them.
They race in groups along the branches, screeching
and squabbling as they snatch fruit from the trees.
I'm sure that seme of them think that they can
actually fly, because they just leap off the trees ente
the massive leaves and spindly branches, sometimes
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metres below. I'd be way tee scared te de that!

There are even mere birds than monkeys.

Seme are tiny, like the kummir\gbirds that

fover in front of flowers and dip their
beaks inte the nectar. But ethers are Lg_gg | think
that | saw an eagle perched en a branch, but I'm net
sure. It was the parrots and parakeets that | really
tiked. They're everywhere, flapping arcund on the
branches like SQUAWKINg gangs, and tkeg seem to
come in all kinds of colours, tee. The little enes beat
their wings almost tee fast te see.

| couldn’t live in the canepy. It's way tee neisy and
the sound of all these birds and menkeys tegether
almest gave me a headache. I'm sure | could hear a
woodpecker tap-tapping on a tree nearby. | wender

if they're taking part in seme kind of rainforest
talent competitien, to see which species can make the
foudest racket. Every time a menkey shrieks, a bird
squawks back even leuder and that sets the rest of
them off, until the whele forest seunds like it's filled
with hordes of angry football supperters.

12:46 p.m.

I've started another new jeurnal entry because | had
te nip back te class to get my water bottle. Exploring
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the rainferest is tkirstg work!

wWhen | got back, | meved the webcam with the arrew
keys and | came acress a group of toucans en one
platform — they have kuge, yellow beaks that look

as if they've been dipped in black ink. | definitely saw
a lizard, tee. It was eating some kind of tong-tegged
insect — maybe a spider.

The rainforest is no place to be if you don't like
spiders. | read that there are more than 3,000
different types living there. Some of them leve
jumping and can leap from tree to tree. Others are
as big as a saucer and actually catch and eat birds!
But even these are net as scary as the Brazilian
wandering spider. That's ene of the mest peiseneus
spiders in the werld and | definitely wouldn’t want te
bump inte ene of those!

I still can’t believe how big soeme of the leaves are.
Do you know that monkeys and birds can o.ctuo.Ng sit
on them? | explained to our caretaker, Mr Patersen,
that it's s the leaves can seak up as much sunlight
as possible.
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Mr Patersen’s really nesy! He was suppesed to be
fixing the chair next te mine but ke said that my
work was much mere interesting than his, so he
stopped to watch me explore. He says that he wants
te go to the rainforest when he retires, te see all the
animals. He says that he wants te 9o to Benidorm, tee,
but the enly creatures that he expects teo find there
are party animals!

He wanted me te zeom in and find a capuchin
monkey. | saw some up in the emergent layer but they
probably tive a bit higher up than this camera is.
Luckily, Mr Patersen loves sloths just as much and he
gave me a kigk five when we found one asleep on a
branch. At least, | think it was asleep — it must have
been there a fer\g time, teo, because it actually had
Mess growing on its fur!

| didn’t know that sloths were so cute — or that they
had tong claws like a bear’s. They den't use them for
fighting, though. Mr Patersen said that they're just
for climbing and gripping onte trees, and semetimes
for scaring away predaters. I'd certainly be scared by
claws like that.

| wender if our caretaker went te universe cits
because he knows a lot about the rainfoerest. He even
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told me abeut the illegal leggers. These are the
naughty groups whe chop down the trees without
permission — like Jack Walters, when he goes to the
teilet without putting his hand up and asking Mrs
Curtis first. Jack says that he has te do it, otherwise
fe'll have an accident.

Mr Patersen says that it's the same for the illegal
leggers - tkeg fave te de it, teo! Onig, tkeg need te
chop the trees down for meney. It's the enly job that
tkeg can get and the enlg way to earn enougk to feed
and clothe themselves and their families.

Lots of people want them te stop. The rainferest
trees help to keep the planet healthy | read that
they seak up tens of carben dioxide so that the rest
of us can breathe safely — so if we chop them down,
what happens te us all thent

Alse, the conservation charity says that enly ene
percent of all the rainferest plants have been
properly studied. Think what we might find in the
other ninety-nine percent. What if there are plants
that can help our doctors cure flu, or special leaves
that could stop the arthritis in my grandma’s fingers
from hurting her so much when she’s gardening? How
incredible weuld that be?!
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I don’t knew what te think abeut that. The ckarit,
website says:

But really, those people are just going te work like my
mum and dad, se that children like me can have new
shoes and foed and toys. Maybe I'll ask Mrs Curtis
which is more impertant — trees or people.

Ok, guess what! I saw that funny bird again — the
potee! You'll think that I'm crazy because the
rainferest is enermeus, but | knew that it was the
same ene as before because it had that heart shape
on its chest. It does look very much like a tree stump
when it stays still — it's really clever but | spetted its
yellow googly eyes, like a couple of bulging egg yolks.

This can’t just be a ceincidence because the
rainferest is se incredibly %ig and this is a tetally
different camera, se what are the chances of the
same poteo finding it? Part of me wonders if that bird
actuallg came leexing fer the camera.. but that's
sill,, isn't t?

| wish that Mr Patersen had stuck areund to watch
the potoo with me so that he might have seen how
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strangely it started te behave. Do you know, I'm

sure that it wanted me te follow it along the tree
branches. | had te tap the curser keys really quickly
to keep up but then it just stopped and stared out inte
space. | don’t know what it was leeking at because
there was nothing there — net even any trees. It was
just a gap in the forest abeut the size of a football
pitch. Sunlight fleeded the clearing but the bird didn't
seem happy. It was flapping its wings like a demented
conducter, and hopping up and dewn on the branch
so hard that | thought it might snap. It wailed and
wailed se much that | had te turn dewn the velume.
The poor thing — | den’t know what was wreng with
it

| wender if | sheuld mentien the petee te Mrs Curtis.
It seems a bit funmj that it was there again todag. If
| was as daft as Jack Walters, | migkt start te think
that it was actually watching me,
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